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The Season of Lent

The season of Lent is one of the two most known seasons of the Church (liturgical) 
year. Whereas Advent leads up to the birth of Christ, Lent marks the fi nal days of 
Jesus’ life and ministry. The season lasts for forty days, from Ash Wednesday unti l Holy 
Saturday (the day before Easter) excluding Sundays. 

Lent is known for visual or conspicuous expressions of penitence, humility, or sorrow. 
This is because of the associati on made between the crucifi xion of Christ and human 
sinfulness. One example of such expression is the placing of ashes on the foreheads 
of believers on Ash Wednesday. Throughout the ti me of Lent, sacrifi cial choices are 
emphasized. Such choices may include dietary changes (temporary or permanent), 
giving to the poor, or relinquishing personal luxuries. 

With the coming of Easter, which is technically beyond Lent, there is a shift  from 
remorse to joy. Jesus, who died for our sins, is triumphant over sin. God’s people are 
granted a reprieve and a new covenant. Easter is as colorful and full of life as the Lenten 
season is careful to avoid such celebratory signs. 

Dates (2012): February 22 – April 5 

Special Days:

Ash Wednesday – February 22

Annunciati on Day – March 25

Maundy (Holy) Thursday – April 5

Good Friday – April 6

Easter – April 8 

Liturgical Colors:

 Purple (Violet) for the season

 White for Maundy Thursday

 Black or Red for Good Friday

 White for Easter
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Common Lenten Acti viti es
Individual:

Fasti ng
Personal Improvement (giving up things or habits)
Daily Devoti on
Work Projects (cleaning and renewal)

Congregati onal:

Ash Wednesday Service (may be a mass or musical and usually includes impositi on of ashes)

Easter Play
Maundy Thursday Service (includes observance of Last Supper and may include Seder meal and/or 

footwashing)

Weekly Study Group (may include light meal)

Good Friday Service (may involve musical rendering or preaching of “Seven Last Words of Christ”)

Silent Worship and Prayer
Membership Classes and Bapti sm  

Children and Families:

 Shopping for Easter Clothes
 Egg Dying
 Egg Hunt
 Family Gatherings (with limitless food)

 Spring Cleaning and Gardening 

Lenten Terms
Ash Wednesday: The fi rst day of Lent. This observance is so called because celebrants 
have ashes placed on their foreheads, as a sign of humility and repentance. 

Annunciati on: Many Christi ans (parti cularly Catholics) celebrate March 25th, as the day 
that Mary was told that she would be the mother of the Messiah. This date does not 
always fall during Lent.

Carnival: A pre-Lenten festi ve celebrati on, involving revelry and celebrati on. Brazil is the 
site of the most known Carnival (Carnivale).

Fasti ng: The practi ce of abstaining from eati ng all or most foods, for religious or dietary 
reasons. Some abstain for porti ons of the fasti ng days (i.e. unti l sunset). Others fast on a 
parti cular day of the week, for a period of ti me.

Fat Tuesday: The day before Ash Wednesday, when fatt y or rich foods are eaten, in 
anti cipati on of fasti ng.

Good Friday: This is the day of the crucifi xion of Jesus. Although many have come to 
believe that it is called Good Friday, the origin of the term comes from a translati on from 
a term meaning “holy.” (Also called Holy Friday or Black Friday)

More Lenten Terms on next page.
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More Lenten Terms
Holy Week: The period from Palm Sunday to Holy Saturday. 

Holy Saturday: The day between the crucifi xion (on Good Friday) and the resurrecti on 
(Easter). Traditi on has asserted that Jesus descended to Hell, to release many capti ves. 
Others diminish their acti viti es on this day, in the belief that this was a day of rest for 
Jesus.

Impositi on of Ashes: On Ash Wednesday, ashes are ceremonially placed (imposed) on 
the foreheads of celebrants, as a sign of guilt, penitence, and humility. 

Mardi Gras: A French term, meaning “Fat Tuesday”, when celebrati on precedes the 
solemn period of Lent.

Maundy Thursday: The day that the Last Supper was held, as an observance of Passover, 
by Jesus and the disciples. This day also includes the washing of the disciples’ feet (by 
Jesus), Jesus praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, and the arrest of Jesus. Some include 
the betrayal by Judas, but this is more commonly placed on Wednesday. 

Palm Sunday: Upon entering Jerusalem (triumphal entry), Jesus was welcomed by 
celebrati on and shouts of joy. Many in the crowd placed clothes and palm branches in 
the path of Jesus, who rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.

Passion: This term is used to describe the anguish and suff ering of Jesus, as the 
crucifi xion approached and while on the cross. 

Passover: A Jewish observance, commemorati ng the ti me when the angel of death 
was directed to “pass over” the homes of Israelites who has obediently marked their 
doorpost with blood from lambs, during the plagues against Egypt.

Penitence: Sorrow and repentance from sin, oft en involving visual signs of humility. Also 
known as “penance.”

Seder: A family or community meal, observed as a part of Passover. This is the meal that 
Jesus was sharing with the disciples during the “Last Supper.”

Seven Last Words: The last phrases spoken by Jesus on the cross. The order is not 
actually verifi able, in that none of the Gospels contain all seven. The traditi onal order is:

 Father, forgive them
 Today, you will be with me in paradise
 Behold your son (mother)
 My God, why have you forsaken me?
 I thirst
 It is fi nished
 Into your hands, I commend my spirit

Shrove Tuesday: The day prior to Ash Wednesday, when some Christi ans prepare for 
their fasti ng by eati ng pancakes. 

Stati ons of the Cross: Seven points along the route that Jesus took, as he carried the 
cross. Displays of the seven stati ons note occurrences such as Jesus falling or being 
assisted by Simon of Cyrene. (also called “The Way of the Cross” or “Via Dolorosa”).
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Wednesday, 
February 22, 2012, 

Ash Wednesday

Thursday,
February 23, 2012

Joel 2:1-2 (12-17) or 
Isaiah 58:1-12, 
Psalm 51:1-17, 2 
Corinthians 5:20b-6:10, 
Matt hew 6:1-6 (16-21)

Daniel 9:1-14, 
1 John 1:3-10, 
Psalm 25:1-10

God of Grace,

Today, as we acknowledge our sinfulness, we enter into a season of penitence. We 
have much to confess and greatly desire your forgiveness. We would be dishonest, if 
we claimed that our sins are enti rely in the past we must admit that we will encounter 
the need for confession repeatedly, for the rest of our lives. We will endeavor to avoid 
the occasions when we knowingly and intenti onally sin against you and your creati on. 

Grant us a measure of your wisdom, that we might be more aware of your will. Insti ll, 
in us, increased humility, that we may be more inclined to yield to you. Enlighten 
us, so that Wwe can discern your holy will. We do not hold you responsible for our 
sinfulness, but we are wholly dependent on you for any change in us. Bless us and 
forgive us.

In Jesus’ name,

Amen

…We have sinned and done wrong, acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your 
commandments and ordinances. Daniel 9:5

Most of us know when we have messed up. However, we oft en refuse to deal with it 
right away. We want to see how much we can get away with before taking responsibility.  
Oft en, we try to “fi x it” or make it right so we do not look so bad when it becomes 
known.  We hide the truth from ourselves, others , and even try to hide it from God. 

When we go into mourning and put on our sack clothes, our peti ti ons are more like 
whining. At the very fi rst sign of forgiveness, we are ready to move on. Unfortunately we 
fi nd ourselves back in the same place again and again.  The questi on is why? 

We know we are imperfect beings, living in an imperfect world. Repentance and 
peti ti ons for forgiveness are crucial to who we are as Christi ans. In faithfulness, we 
confess our sins and seek God’s forgiveness. Even though we confess, we 
should remember that God’s love, grace, and mercy are not conditi onal. 
There is no waiti ng period or small print involved in receiving the benefi ts 
from God’s provisions.   

God of Forgiveness,

Even though we are admitedly imperfect we seek your favor. We conti nue 
to create a mess of your creati on. Restore us and your creati on, to your 
perfect order.

In Jesus,

Amen
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Friday,

February 24, 2012

Daniel 9:15-25a,
2 Timothy 4:1-5,

Psalm 25:1-10

Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his supplicati on, and for 
your own sake, Lord, let your face shine upon your desolated sanctuary. Daniel 9:17

We live in a world, and at a ti me, where the questi on “what’s in it for me?” does not raise a 
eyebrow.  I will repeat that for those of you who did not get the depth of this questi on “what’s in 
it for me?” The prophet Daniel prayed and peti ti oned fervently for God to forgive sins and restore 
Jerusalem. 

Daniel’s acti on was a totally unselfi sh act of faith and love. When you read this passage you will 
not sense or see any self-serving agenda. God heard the prayers and peti ti ons rendered by Daniel 
and immediately sent the angel Gabriel to let Daniel know that God would restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem. 

Just as God heard the prayers and peti ti ons of Daniel, God will hear our prayers and peti ti ons 
when we humble ourselves before God. We don’t even have to dress ourselves in sackcloth or 
adorn ourselves with ashes. God does not always give a quick fi x, but we can be assured that our 
prayers are heard and will be answered. Other’s may questi on our sincerity and say we have a 
personal agenda, but God knows our heart.  It is not about “us”, but about building up the body 
of believers.

Oh Lord,

Hear our prayers. Search us and know us. See the true intenti ons of our prayers and bless us.

In faithfulness,

Amen

Saturday,

February 25, 2012

Psalm 32, 
Mathew 9:2-13, 

Psalm 25:1-10

Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in 
him. Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous sing, all who are upright in heart!
Psalm 25:10-11

When I was a child, I oft en feared admitti  ng that I had managed to mess up, break something, 
told a lie, or gone someplace that I was not suppose to be. It took a while before I was able to 
tell my parents about these things. Usually, I would be in tears or near tearing when I told them. 
Oft en they would forgive me and thank me for telling the truth and coming forward on my own. If 
I were punished, the punishment was not as bad as it could have been. I did not realize then, as I 
do now, that their willingness to forgive what I did or did not do was out of their love for me. 

God’s love for us is even stronger than that of my parents. God’s love is conti nuously present. No 
matt er what we do, we can not diminish God’s love. Forgiveness is one of God’s most powerful 
characteristi cs. God wants us to model that forgiveness, in our treatment of each other. Do 
not let your sins conti nue to block your relati onship with God. Confess and trust, that God will 
understand forgive and lead you to the path of righteousness. 

Loving God,

Open my eyes, my mind and my heart to confess my sins and be open to your chosen 
response. 

In trust,

Amen
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First Sunday in Lent

February 26, 2012

Genesis 9:8-17,
Psalm 25:1-10 (10),
1 Peter 3:18-22,
Mark 1:9-1

…Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The ti me has come,” he 
said. “The ti me is fulfi lled, and the kingdom of God is near, repent and believe in the 
good news. Repent and believe the good news.”  Mark 1:14b-15

Loving and Gracious God, 

You conti nue to love us, even when we have not always followed your precepts. You 
always hear our feeble cries for forgiveness. You look past our shortcomings and sins 
and love us anyway. We thank you Lord, for giving us Jesus, to lead us, guide us, and 
give us a living example of what it means to spread the good news. Help us, ever 
loving God, to conti nue to examine ourselves, and to be open to your leading, in mind, 
body and spirit. Lord God, please hear our prayer for forgiveness.

In Jesus’ name

 Amen

Monday

February 27, 2012

Job 4:1-21, 
Ephesians 2:1-10, 
Psalm 77

In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; in the night my hand is stretched out without 
wearying; my soul refuses to be comforted. Psalm 77:2

“In the midst of the storm…my anchor sti ll holds”. These words, included in several 
songs, bring hope to me when I read them. They are included in my collecti on of sayings, 
named “Gems of Wisdom”. I framed the words and hung them on a wall in my home. 
That was over twenty years ago. As I read Psalm 77, these words came back to me and 
encouraged me and gave me a sense of peace and hope.

When you fi nd yourself troubled or in trouble, turn to the Lord. Someti mes we may feel 
like we are being tossed about in the big sea of life and we can’t handle it alone. But, 
God hears our cry for help and will be there for us. Remember our God is an awesome 
God, and nothing is too big for our God to handle. All praises be to a God who hears our 
feeble cries for help and comes to comfort us and give us peace. 

God of Deliverance,

We repeatedly encounter storms in our lives. At such ti mes, it does not matt er who is 
at fault, in landing us in these storms. We seek relief, even from the storms for which 
we are culpable. Let us, having survived our storms, confess our sinfulness. We thank 
you for being our anchor.

In grati tude,

Amen

Tuesday

February 28, 2012

Job 5:8-27, 
1 Peter 3:8-18a, 
Psalm 77

So the poor have hope, and injusti ce shuts its mouth. Job 5:16

Never lose your hope or feel that any situati on is hopeless. You can have hope, even in 
the midst of a bad situati on or circumstance. God will never leave you or forsake you. 

Hope is a powerful word and it is one of the most valuable tools you have as a 
Christi an. Someti mes our understanding of hope is limited by what we can imagine or 
have experienced. We don’t have all the answers, so we oft en try to take control of a 
situati on. 

Conti nued next page
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Why do we do this? Perhaps it is simply out of our own insecurity. We are oft en gripped 
with fear at the thought of losing control. We become impati ent and pro apply our own 
soluti ons. Job’s so called friends were all to eager to point out his inadequacies and 
weaknesses. They were impati ent with Job, insisti ng that he take some sort of acti on. 
God said, “I’ve got this Job.” I am ready to address all of your needs. 

Ever present Lord,

We give thanks for all of your provisions. You conti nue to meet every need and even 
to grant some of our wants. Forgive us, when we fail to trust that you will do so. Your 
record should foerever give us confi dence.

In Christ,

Amen

Conti nuing Tuesday

February 28, 2012

Wednesday

February 29, 2012

Proverbs 30:1-9,
Mathew 4:1-11,

Psalm 77

Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is writt en, ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him.’” Then the devil left  him, and suddenly angels came and waited on 
him.  Matt hew 4:10-11

Have you ever tried to fi x something, but just made it worst? While watching the news 
one day, I watched the survivors of an airplane fl oundering in deep waters. Some 
panicked and franti cly lashed about in the waters. Others tread the water to stay afl oat. 
Rescue help was present and available. It caught my interest that the passengers who 
panicked were more diffi  cult to save. One of them drowned before my eyes. Why, 
because the person became too exhausted and her body just gave out.

In the Mathew reading, Jesus fi nds himself in a place in which he, in human form, is 
unable to fi nd his own way out. He did not panic or try to save himself from his situati on. 
He remained confi dent and uti lized the strength of his faith in God. He was pati ent and 
God sent angels to att end to his needs. Jesus was able to receive that needed help and 
came out strong. We need to trust God and just let go, like Jesus did, and let God handle 
it. 

Gracious God,

Give us the wisdom, understanding, and pati ence to trust in you. Let us remember all 
of the ti mes that you have come through for us. 

In Christ Jesus,

Amen

Thursday

March 1, 2012

Genesis 15:1-6 (12-18), 
Romans 3:21-31,

Psalm 22:23-31

Aft er these things he word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.” But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lord, 
what can you give me since I remain childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” Genesis 15:1-2  

Have you ever felt that God was speaking to you, when you were troubled and afraid? 
There is no doubt that God was speaking directly to Abram. God called him by name. It 
was not unusual in Abram’s ti me for God to speak. Abram was troubled and was able to 

Conti nued next page
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Thursday Conti nued

March 1, 2012

speak to God about his concern. Abram was a rich man and could buy any object that he 
desired, however he did not have an heir. This was so important to him that he dared to 
ask God what was going to be done about this. 

Abram dared to questi on God! God encouraged him not to worry and simply repeated 
the promise made to Abram. His questi ons did not refl ect doubt. Instead, Abram comes 
to the right source for getti  ng his blessing. 

It is stories like this that help us to understand the awesome power that God has. It is 
also a reminder that God can be trusted to fulfi ll any promise or covenant with us. God 
encouraged Abram and we are encouraged too. Are we are willing to make and keep our 
commitment to be faithful, be pati ent, and trust God, like Abram did? If we are, we will 
be rewarded. 

Gracious God,

Give us the wisdom, and faith to keep our commitments and trust that you will reward 
us in due season.

Through Jesus,

Amen

Friday

March 2, 2012

Genesis 16:1-6,
Romans 4:1-12,
Psalm, 22:23-31

…Sarai, Abram’s wife, took her Hagar the Egypti an, her slave-girl, and gave her to her 
husband Abram as a wife. Genesis 16:3b  

There are ti mes when our perceived needs lead us to imagine or accept ideas or plans 
that are clearly fl awed. We overlook the negati ve outcomes that are readily predictable 
because we think we see a way to do that which we have no reasonable way of doing. 
When the outcome becomes reality, we experience genuine surprise.

Abram wanted a child so badly, that he could not wait. With his wife’s encouragement, 
they took things into their own hands. Needless to say, their results were not sati sfying. 
Sarai found herself resenti ng Hagar and her child. The desire for a child became even 
more intense for Sarai.

Most of us can identi fy with Abram and Sarai taking things into their own hands. 
We listen to other people or we just take our own advice. Since we live in a world of 
“because I want it now” taking matt ers into our own hands does not seem unusual. The 
results we get can in no way compare with what God can do. The questi on is. How long 
are we willing to wait? It is important to remember that God loves us and will give us 
more than we can ever ask or imagine, if will only have faith and wait for the appointed 
ti me.  

God of Order,

Give us pati ence, Lord. Give us pati ence.

Amen
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Saturday

March 3, 2012

Genesis 16:7-15,
Mark 8:27-30,

Psalm 22:23-31

The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on 
the way to Shur. And he said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, where have you come from 
and where are you going?” She said, ‘I am running away from my mistress, Sarai.” 
Genesis 16:7-8    

In the Genesis reading we fi nd Hagar being questi oned by an angel. She has tried to 
run away aft er she mistreated and chasti sed her mistress, Sarai. Hagar must have felt 
ashamed of her behavior and atti  tude. 

We all do things for which we feel ashamed later. However, we can not change the past. 
We also can not just simply run away from our problems. If these responses are chosen, 
we never learn to solve our problems or to make appropriate changes in our behavior. 
We must fi nd ways to prayerfully face and address our problems.

 Hagar’s mistress had dealt harshly with her. Sarai’s acti ons could have even harmed her 
and the child she carried. God did not give up on Hagar, even when she did wrong. God’s 
angel searched her out, and found her. In the same way, God searches us out and takes 
care of us, even when we mess up.

Responsive Lord,

We celebrate your reliability and responsiveness. You always come to our aid at the 
right ti me. Thank you, for being an “on ti me God.”

In Christ,

Amen

Second Sunday 
in Lent

March 4, 2012

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16,
Psalm 22:23-31 (27), 

Romans 4:13-25,
Mark 8:31-38

You who fear the Lord, praise him. All you off spring of Jacob glorify him; stand in awe 
of him, all you off spring of Israel! Psalm 22:23

God of love and of mercy, 

You deserve glory and honor. You are almighty and we stand in awe as we think about 
the depth of your unfailing love.  You are a good god. Therefore, we put our trust in 
you. Give us wisdom, understanding, and courage to face our fears.  

Merciful God, you have so richly blessed us. We humble ourselves before you, in total 
adorati on and praise.  We faithfully keep our covenant with you. We promise to pass 
on the good news of your never failing love to our children, so they may pass it on to 
their children. It shall be conti nually passed on from generati on to generati on forever. 

By your power,

Amen

Monday

March 5, 2012

So he brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with singing. He gave them the 
lands of the nati ons, and they took possession of the wealth of the peoples, that they 
might keep his statutes and observe his laws. Praise the Lord! Psalm 105:43-45

Once again God had made and kept the promise made and the people rejoice. God 
delivers like any good parents, who want and give the best to their children. Not only 
did God save Israel, God fed them. They were given quail, bread, and water, just because 
they asked. God att ended to every need. 

Conti nued next page
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Monday Conti nued

March 5, 2012

Parents not only provide what is needed, but they oft en go beyond. Parents lavish gift s 
upon their children, because they love their children. In return, they want obedience 
from the children. God provides for us in the same way. God provides instructi on, 
material goods, wisdom, and people with whom we live in relati onships.

Central to our grateful response is the expectati on that we be obedient. How diffi  cult is 
that? We, just like the Israelites, repeatedly turn back to our sinful ways.  The good news 
is that God, like a loving parent, never gives up on us.

Loving God,

You prepare a table before us and those who were enemies. You show us possibiliti es 
that we could not imagine. Your blessings are abundant, as is your love. We thank you 
and we love you.

In Christ,

Amen

Genesis 21:1-7,
Hebrews 1:8-12,
Psalm 105:1-11 (37-45)

Tuesday

March 6, 2012

Genesis 22:1-19,
Hebrews 11:1-3 (13-19), 
Psalm 105:1-11 (37-45)

Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt off ering?” 
Genesis 22:8

God had been good to Abraham and now God was asking for something back. Abraham 
did not questi on, ignore, or try to bargain with God. He was obedient and ready to 
sacrifi ce his son. This was the son that Abraham had grieved so for.  As we recall 
Abraham was a rich man and could have anything he wanted. But he wanted a son. Is 
this the same person we just read about a few chapters earlier? Did having an heir not 
matt er to him anymore? 

Abraham was being faithful in following the instructi ons God gave to him. That is a life 
changing faith that God wants us each to have. We know the rest of the story. Abraham’s 
faith was being tested by God. God did provide the lamb for the sacrifi ce. 

We no longer need to make burnt off erings or sacrifi ces to God. However, God conti nues 
to expect obedience and trust. Sti ll, we must make sacrifi ces in some ways, to give 
celebrate God’s goodness. 

Lord of Light,

We give ourselves to you. Although you do not require the shedding of blood, we 
freely shed all that claims that we are anything or have anything, apart from your 
grace. Conti nue to provide even those things that we off er to you.

In blessedness,

Amen
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Wednesday

March 7, 2012

Jeremiah 30:12-22,
John 12:36-43,

Psalm 105:1-11 (37-45)

Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence conti nually. Remember the 
wonderful works he has done, is miracles, and the judgments he has utt ered, O 
off spring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. He is the Lord our 
God; his judgments are in all the earth. He is mindful of his covenant forever… 
Psalm 105:4-8b

If you think about all the wonderful things God has done in your life how can you 
forget how much God cares for you. When things are going well it is certainly easy to 
remember. Our memories tend to fade with ti me, and even more when things are not 
going so well. 

Most of us conti nue to remember 9-11. The world was shaken as we watched one 
catastrophe aft er another. It was a life changing event. There were more people in 
church that evening than there had been on any Sunday that year. There was no doubt 
that people felt the need to seek God that day and for weeks and months to follow. Life 
altering events like that are reminders that we need to seek God. This passage reminds 
us that we also need to be persistent. 

Building a relati onship with God is welcomed and expected! God is always waiti ng for us. 
God is always there and reminds us that the promises that made to Abraham have not 
been forgott en. 

Loving and gracious God,

We thank you for your presence, in rough ti mes and in good ti mes. You are more than 
present. You get things done. Keep loving us. We will conti nue to praise you.

In Jesus,

Amen

Thursday

March 8, 2012

Exodus 19:1-9a,
1 Peter 2:4-10,

Psalm 19

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and 
“a stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble 
because they disobey the word, as they were desti ned to do. Peter 2:7b-8

“Chose you this day whom you will serve (Joshua 24:15).”  I have seen these words 
writt en, framed and hung on the wall of many homes and churches. These are not 
simply words writt en on a piece of paper. They serve as a reminder that we need to 
keep our prioriti es in the right place. As confessed believers we have chosen to be in 
relati onship with Christ. Christ is the cornerstone by whom we build our faith. The world 
may have rejected him, but we have not. 

We have served many masters. Some have been insti tuti ons, such as the government. 
Many proudly proclaim their ti me of “serving our nati on”, in the context of military 
service. We serve causes, such as cancer research or liberati on movements. As parents, 
we serve our families. None of these commitments are at odds with the ministry of 
Jesus, who called upon us to serve one another. The confl ict comes when any of our 
commitments compete with our primary loyalty to our God. 

In a world in which people have placed value on individualism we must resist the 
temptati on to put people, possessions and other things (money, jobs, success, and 

Conti nued next page
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Thursday Conti nued

March 8, 2012

knowledge) ahead of our relati onship with Christ. Instead, let our service and our 
prioriti es be refl ecti ons of our service to our God.

Almighty God,

You are preeminent in our lives. We are ready and willing to serve families, 
communiti es, congregati ons, and persons, but only in ways that refl ect our surrender 
to your lordship. We praise you.

In faithfulness,

Amen

Friday 

March 9, 2012

Exodus 19-9b-15, 
Acts 7:30-40, 
Psalm 19

…the Lord said to Moses; “go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. 
Have them wash their clothes and prepare for the third day, because on the third day 
the Lord will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all people.” Exodus 19:10-11

We know and understand the value of being prepared. We may have not been aware 
of this biblical mandate. There is emphasis placed on the washing of clothing. This is for 
outward appearance. 

To consecrate is a spiritual cleansing process. It is an act of purifi cati on, love and 
faithfulness. It is the process here that is important because the product matt ers to God. 
The end result is restorati on so we can serve and witness to others the goodness of God.

To be spiritually ready for God means to prepare oneself in mind, body and spirit. Lent 
is one of the ways we prepare ourselves in mind, body, and spirit. It is an opportunity to 
cleanse ourselves on the inside and grow in our faith. It is also a reminder of how much 
God loves us. If God can sacrifi ce so much for us, why can’t we make a sacrifi ce for God? 

Ever-ready Lord,

Teach us the role that cleansing plays in our preparati on. We desire much, that you 
stand ready to bless us with. Help us to perform the necessary acts of preparati on, 
that you might deem us to be ready to receive these blessings. 

In Jesus’ Name,

Amen 

Saturday 

March 10, 2012

“I will give you a new heart and put a right spirit within you: I will remove from you a 
heart of stone and give you a heart of fl esh.” Ezekiel 36: 26

The last ti me you went to the supermarket to shop, did you look for one of your favorite 
products, but could not fi nd it? Aft er a thorough search you fi nd it. The label either 
looks diff erent or the words “new and improved” are on the label. You might have said 
to yourself, “I will check it out and decide if it is new or improved.” If it proves to be as 
adverti sed, you keep using it. If not, you begin to hunt around for a replacement. 

You may also discover that the way the product is packaged has changed. The questi on 
for you is “Why?” Oft en the repackaging gives you less of the product. If this is so, you 
feel like you have been misled. You may then decide that the maker of the product does 
not deserve your conti nued loyalty.  

Conti nued next page
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Conti nuing Saturday 

March 10, 2012

Ezekiel 36:24-28,
Mark 11:27-33,

Psalm 85:1-2 (8-13)

God is a change agent? When you became part of the fold, God went to work on you. 
If you have not changed since the day you accepted Christ, then you are outdated. Your 
heart has been hardened. Let the loving hand of the master work on you and you will be 
not only new and improved, but restored and strengthened. 

Gracious and loving God, 

I off er myself back to you for you to renew and restore so that I can be serve you 
bett er.

In submission,

Amen

Third Sunday in Lent

March 11, 2012

Exodus 20:1-17,
Psalm 19 (8),

1 Corinthians 1:18-25,
John 2:13-22

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of thee Lord 
I clear, enlightening the eyes. Psalm 19:8

Gracious and loving Lord, 

You have provided your wisdom to us so that we may walk in your law. We ask your 
forgiveness for the wrongs we have done. We do not dread your loving correcti on or 
fl ee from it. We are willing submit and to be obedient. Your precepts are clear and 
therefore we rejoice with our whole hearts. 

Conti nue to order our steps, so that we will follow in the path you lay before us. 
Order our tongues so that we may speak those things that are good and pleasing to 
your ears.  We know, Lord God, that we will reap a reward in your kingdom, for being 
faithful and obedient. Conti nue to enlighten, so that your commandments will give 
light to our eyes. You are our strength and our redeemer.  

In Christ,

Amen

Monday

March 12, 2012

1 Kings 6:1-4 (21-22),
1 Corinthians 3:10-23,

Psalm 84

For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, for it is writt en, “he catches the 
wise in their craft iness.” 1 Corinthians 3:19

Most of us, who are adults, have experienced the assumpti on of foolishness from both 
sides. As teens, we oft en presumed most or all of the guidance coming from adults to be 
“dumb.” Later, the language may have been updated, as our teens regarded our advice 
and counsel as “lame.” Foolishness has no good defi niti on. It is an assigned label, with 
each person claiming license to defi ne and assign the term. You are a fool to whoever 
says that you are a fool.

I doubt that God regards anyone as foolish. God knows when we are misguided and why. 
Instead of engaging in put-downs and name calling, God remains available, to show us 
the truth or the best approach. If we are caught in craft iness, it helps us to discover our 
error. God’s way is constructi ve, even when it is correcti ve.

Wise Lord,

We are appreciati ve, that you direct and correct us, without negati ve judgement. Let us 
learn from your example, as we teach and nurture one another. Help us to move beyond 
regarding each other as foolish, that we might discover and meet the needs of others

In humility,

Amen
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Tuesday

March 13, 2012

2 Chronicles 29:1-11 (16-19), 
Hebrews 9:23-28,
Psalm 84

For a day in your courts is bett er than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a 
doorkeeper in the house of my God than live in the tents of wickedness. Psalm 84:10

It seems that some of us have made a literal claim on this scripture. We take the 1 to 
1,000 formula seriously. We go elsewhere for a thousand (or maybe only 100) Sundays, 
then return to our church. We have even found ways of being doorkeepers in the house 
of God and sti ll live in tents of wickedness.

The psalmist is not talking about church att endance. The psalm speaks of our respect 
or lack of respect for being in God’s service. The doorkeeper that is spoken of is not an 
usher on Sunday morning, but an att endant on a daily basis. The psalm lift s up service to 
God as being more noble than other ways of spending our ti me.

This verse is the mott o for many church ushers. The fact that they understand the 
psalmist’s meaning is apparent from observing the reverence and joy with which they 
recite the verse. We can all experience such joy, even if we never join the usher board.

Lord of the House,

We come into your presence with singing and with joy. We are blessed to be in your 
presence and fully willing to show respect to you and your house. Be glorifi ed by our 
worship and our service.

In adorati on,

Amen

Wednesday

March 14, 2012

Ezra 6:1-16,
Mark 11:15-19,
Psalm 84

He was teaching and saying, “Is it not writt en, ‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all nati ons’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” Mark 11:17

In the “good old days” we were taught to respect the house of the Lord. We were 
admonished to not run in the church, or to use inappropriate language, or to eat in the 
sanctuary. These and many other acti ons or statements would provoke the correcti ve 
“you are in the church.” These observati ons originate with the intenti on of being 
respectf ul of God’s house, but oft en resulted in meaningless legalism. 

Jesus encountered a systemic abuse of the practi ce of off ering sacrifi ces to God. He 
was not speaking out against selling in the church. His observati on had to do with some 
people profi ti ng from the choice that others made, to come without anything to off er 
as sacrifi ce. Nothing in scripture had ever directed God’s people to go and purchase 
a sacrifi ce. Like our rules of behavior in the church, these people had forgott en the 
meaning of their practi ce.

God’s house should not be regarded as the place where we are challenged to remember 
all that we are forbidden to do. It should be the place where we are empowered to do 
even more than we could do, without coming to be with our God. We should respect the 
church house by having reasons, of our own or of God’s, for whatever we feel compelled 
to do or not do in God’s house.

God of order,

Bless us to understand your statutes and your individual directi ves. Help us to live and 
to worship with a sense of purpose. Teach us your ways, that our sacrifi ces might be 
pleasing to you.

In your service,

Amen 
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Thursday

March 15, 2012

Genesis 9:8-17,
Ephesians 1:3-6,

Psalm 107:1-3 (17-22)

And let them off er thanksgiving sacrifi ces, and tell of his deeds with songs of joy. 
Psalm 107:22

When the word thanksgiving is used in scripture, most of us probably hear Thanksgiving. 
Thanksgiving is a nati onal holiday observance. The term thanksgiving, in scripture, 
precedes the holiday by many centuries, and describes the experience of giving 
thanks, most oft en to God. Sti ll, the idea of thanksgiving sacrifi ce may seem to be a 
contradicti on in terms.

Whether celebrati ng the holiday or thanking a helpful neighbor, we seldom associate 
the giving of thanks with sacrifi ce. We may off er polite thanks or heartf elt thanks, even 
abundant thanks, but typically, without a hint of sacrifi ce. Our thanks usually correspond 
with our personality. Some of us are more gracious, but that describes us, not the 
situati on. 

The psalmist calls for our thanksgiving to God to be consistent with all that we off er to 
God. Only our fi rst and our best is suitable to present to God. We need to feel it when 
we off er anything to God. God certainly felt it when the gift  of Jesus was off ered to us.

Gracious God,

Our words of thanksgiving can never match the gift  of Jesus. We are grateful that you 
do not measure our words. Instead, you only ask that we be sincere and authenti c in 
all that we render unto you. Receive our prayers and our praise with the certainty that 
we are completely in love with you.

In Jesus’ Name

Amen

Friday

March 16, 2012

Daniel 12:5-13,
Ephesians 1:7-14,

Psalm 107:1-3 (17-22)

In Christ, we have also obtained an inheritance, having been desti ned according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that 
we, who were the fi rst to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 
Ephesians 1:11-12

There are ti mes, in some congregati ons, when someone shouts out a single word “glory.” 
The one shouti ng is praising God in shorthand. Their enti re statement might be “glory to 
God.” It might be an acknowledgement of God’s present glory. In either case, or some 
other, God and God’s glory are praised.

The text declares that we have obtained an inheritance, in Christ. It does not say that an 
inheritance is a possibility or a future reality. The inheritance is ours, having embraced 
Jesus as Lord. Why praise him, if we already have this inheritance.

Unworthy family members oft en praise the one who has an inheritance to leave, in quest 
of the inheritance. Some are certainly tricked into believing that these manipulators are 
worthy. We do not praise Jesus to trick him. We never could. We praise him because he 
grants us an inheritance, while knowing the truth about us. That is worthy of the highest 
praise.

God of glory,

We praise you for who you are and how you bless us. In you, we have an 
immeasurable inheritance, which come not because of our goodness, but because of 
your goodness. Thank you, for our inheritance. We praise you for it.

In celebrati on of your love,

Amen
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Saturday

March 17, 2012

Numbers 20:22-29, 
John 3:1-13, 
Psalm 107:1-3 (17-22)

If I have told you about earthly things, and you do not believe, how can you believe if I 
tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. John 3:12-13

Much has been said, in scripture and in refl ecti on of the historic speculati on of people, 
throughout the generati ons. We have depicted heaven with pearly gates, streets of gold, 
eternal praise, and recurring reunions with loved ones. Every descripti on is questi oned 
by those who fi nd it all to be incomprehensible. That is exactly the point that Jesus 
makes, in conversati on with Nicodemus. 

The nature of the kingdom may be a source of great curiosity, but remains unbelievable, 
even when Jesus, who brings fi rst-hand knowledge to the matt er, describes the kingdom 
of God. Heaven must exceed our capacity to comprehend or it is not heaven.

Jesus off ers more insight about the nature of the kingdom than the décor of the 
kingdom. He teaches about the peaceable kingdom, the presence of justi ce, and the 
equality of all of God’s redeemed.  These things, and other descripti ons of Jesus, are 
of greater importance than what it looks like. Let it be a heaven with a rickety gate and 
cobblestone streets, as long as God is in charge.

God of dominion,

We yearn to join you in your heavenly abode. Let us take full advantage of your 
presence with us on earth. Let us learn the lessons of Jesus, which teach of heavenly 
thoughts, behaviors, and atti  tudes.

In Christ,

Amen

Fourth Sunday 
in Lent

March 18, 2012

Numbers 21:4-9,
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (19), 
Ephesians 2:1-10,
John 3:14-21

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them from distress; he sent 
out his word and healed them, and delivered them from destructi on.  Psalm 107:19

Oh great and compassionate God, 

We recount the blessings of your redeeming love and mercy. We confess that we have 
conti nued to be disobedient and we pray for your forgiveness. We know you are a 
forgiving God. 

When we were lost, you rescued us. When we were imprisoned, you freed us. When 
we were sick and down in spirit you healed us. When we were tossed about in the 
storm of life, it was you who calmed the waters. You hear our cries in days of trouble 
and were present with us in all our ti mes of distress. You deliver us from destructi on 
and restore us. Therefore we praise you and declare your goodness to all the earth. We 
praise you and thank you, Lord.

In blessedness

Amen 
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Monday

March 19, 2012

Exodus 15:22-27,
Hebrews 3:1-6,
Psalm 107:1-16

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trouble and gathered in 
from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
Psalm 107:7-8 

A common way to describe the civility that many claim was characteristi c of past 
generati ons is to say “we were taught to say please and thank you.” The statement 
hearkens to a day in which people had common courtesy. It is doubtf ul that there ever 
was a ti me or a place that everyone displayed such courtesy, but it is clear that it would 
be desirable. We do not always say please or thank you and we never did.

The psalmist calls upon the redeemed of the Lord to acknowledge their redempti on. 
Why would we need a psalmist to tell us this? Do we not know when we have been 
redeemed? Have we forgott en our redempti on? Do we regret being redeemed? 
The possibiliti es are endless, but none of them make sense. Redempti on is good by 
defi niti on.

Declaring that we have been redeemed is not to assuage God. God does not need to 
be stroked. We are bett er when we name our blessings. Additi onally, others are off ered 
hope and directi on, when we name the source of our deliverance.

God of Redempti on,

We confess our redempti on and the recurring need to be redeemed. You have been 
faithful to your promises. We are redeemed to aspire to be faithful to you. Thank you, 
Lord.

In His Blood,

Amen

Tuesday

March 20, 2012

Numbers 20:1-13,
1 Corinthians 10:6-13,

Psalm 107:1-16

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. 
Psalm 107:1

We pray with varied degrees of trust. At our strongest, we pray with certainty, that 
God will hear and answer our prayers. In ti mes of trouble, we are subject to doubt. 
Even when we hold on to the belief that there is a God, we fi nd occasion to questi on 
the noti on that God is hearing and acti ng. Some say that God is too busy to get to their 
prayer request. Others claim that God is withholding blessings, due to some infracti on 
on the part of the one praying.

None of these doubts are descripti ve of a good God. Goodness will always listen and 
always bless, if it can. God is always able. That is, in part, what it means to be God. 
Therefore, a good God will always listen and always bless.

O give thanks to the one who is Lord. God’s love is steadfast. The blessings of the Lord 
are constant and reliable. The power and capacity of our God are eternal. Pray with the 
certainty that God will always hear and respond in love.

Loving and capable Lord,

We pray to you, out of our need. You respond out of your power and your love. This is 
a formula that has always worked. We thank you, that it always will.

To your glory,

Amen
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Wednesday

March 21, 2012

Isaiah 60:15-22,
John 8:12-20,
Psalm 107:1-16

Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness but will have the light of light.” John 8:12

When we speak of “walking in darkness”, we seldom mean that someone is walking at 
night. Darkness has come to represent fear, uncertainty, doubt, or shame. Although such 
representati ons have oft en been abused, in their cultural applicati ons, it is typical of 
people of all backgrounds to prefer to operate with benefi t of daylight. People who fi nd 
themselves “walking in darkness” desire for something or someone to “shed some light” 
on the situati on.

When Jesus asserted himself as “the light of the world”, he had just confronted those 
who sought to stone the woman who had been caught in adultery. He never defended 
her acti ons. His admoniti on, for the one without sin to cast the fi rst stone, off ered light 
to the woman and the members of the mob. Nobody had to be limited to their past. 
Everyone had the opportunity of living in the light which Jesus off ered and which Jesus 
was.     

Each of us has some past deeds or thoughts to regret. Those represent our ti mes of 
walking in darkness. We can be bound by the past or we can run toward the light. Jesus 
promises the light of light to all who will follow him. He will not erase your past, but he 
will brighten your future.

Lord of Light,

Shed your light on us, that we might walk in straight paths. Display, to each of us, our 
neglect and our off enses against you and your people. Enlighten us and show us your 
most perfect will.

In the light of your love,

Amen

Thursday

March 22, 2012

Isaiah 30:15-18,
Hebrews 4:1-13,
Psalm 51:1-12

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Psalm 51:10

A common dispute, on the many court shows on television, involves a complainant 
alleging that someone has sold them a car that was defecti ve at the ti me of the sale. 
Someti mes the accused asserts that the sale was on an “as is” basis, meaning that the 
buyer was stuck with any defects. Other sellers claim that the vehicle was working 
properly at the ti me of the sale. This holds the buyer responsible for subsequent misuse 
or damage.

In the midst of this inspiring psalm, lies the insinuati on that the psalmist may need a 
clean heart, in place of the original one. Nothing is said to suggest that the heart has 
become unclean due to misuse. The psalmist never says that the original heart was fully 
suffi  cient. Whether intended or not, the request for a clean heart blames the creator, 
rather than the created, for a heart that has become inadequate.

I am guilty of similar infracti ons. I oft en pray for God to provide capaciti es and gift s 
which God has already provided. I fail to acknowledge the original gift  or my subsequent 
misappropriati on of the gift . In so doing, I accuse God of creati ng me as “damaged 
goods.” I and the psalmist must know bett er. Why else would we return to God for a new 
heart?

Conti nued next page
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Conti nuing Thursday

March 22, 2012

Creati ng God,

You are forever creati ng, but never needing the correct your work. We thank you, 
for all that you have bestowed in us. Forgive us, for harming your creati on and for 
neglecti ng to accept responsibility for our acts.

In grati tude,

Amen 

Friday

March 23, 2012

Exodus 30:1-10,
Hebrews 4:14-5:4,

Psalm 51:1-12

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who in every respect has been tested, as we are, yet without sin. 
Hebrews 4:15

Jesus never tasted sin, but he smelled it cooking. In his days on the earth, Jesus saw 
and understood the struggle of those of us who are tempted and someti mes yield. He 
witnessed demon possession, fi nancial greed, quests for power, and bigotry. He saw 
some who struggled mighti ly to be liberated and others who reveled in their sin. Jesus 
knew everything about sin except for what it felt like to sin.

Counselors are oft en hindered because their clients feel, and someti mes state, that they 
do not “know what it is like to …” “You do not know what it is like to:

 Go to bed hungry

 Not know who you are

 Be automati cally mistrusted

 Never experience love

Unless the counselor can break through the barrier, by demonstrati ng some 
understanding and empathy with the client, there can be no progress.

Jesus understands each of us, as one who walked the earth and walks with us. He does 
“get it.” There is no barrier, except for the ones that we imagine. Because we are without 
actual barriers, we can overcome our sin with the help of Jesus.

God of presence,

You are forever with us and forever capable of extracti ng us from our situati ons 
of sinfulness. Help us to dismantle the imaginary barriers, which prevent us from 
realizing that you are forever by our sides.

In grateful praise,

Amen
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Saturday

March 24, 2012

Habakkuk 3:2-13, 
John 12:1-11, 
Psalm 51:1-12

So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of 
him that many of the Jews were deserti ng and were believing in Jesus. John 12:10-11

There is a cynical irony in the conclusion that Lazarus should be killed for living. Of 
course, the spoken words of these priests and leaders were not so clear or simple. 
They probably presented Lazarus as one who had conspired with Jesus to harm the 
community and to distort their faith. Both men were guilty of leading members away 
from their customary practi ce and their compliance with the teachings of the existi ng 
leadership. They may have even believed themselves, as they formulated the suspicion 
that Jesus, who is God, was unfaithful to God.

We oft en join with the priests and Jews, as we explain the reasons that former members 
have left  our congregati ons. Fortunately, we tend to abstain from killing them. We 
assassinate their characters, instead. Former members are oft en described as trouble 
makers. A detailed list of their many faults and misdeeds is committ ed to memory 
and recited with or without a request. Certainly, former members have faults, as I 
suspect Lazarus did, as well. The questi on is, do we magnify and even overstate the 
shortcomings of those who obstruct our agendas?

God of truth,

Bring us face to face with the truth of our acti ons and our words. Provoke us to repent 
of all of the ways that we destroy others, or their reputati ons, to protect our own 
interests. Teach us the value of experiencing life as it actually occurs.

In Christ,

Amen

March 25, 2012

Jeremiah 31:31-34, 
Psalm 51:1-12 (10) or 
Psalm 119:9-16 (11), 
Hebrews 5:5-10, 
John 12:20-33

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not 
cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to 
me the joy of your salvati on. Psalm 51:10-12

Merciful God, we thank you Lord for steadfast, transforming and unfailing love. We 
pray fervently for our salvati on as we do not walk blamelessly or without sin. We were 
born sinners. You love and accept us even when we know it is undeserved. You do not 
turn away from us but you hear our cries for restorati on. I submit myself to you Lord 
for your correcti on. You cleanse us of all our inequiti es and gently guide us in the way 
we should go. You have renewed us in mind, body, and spirit. We thank you God for 
your grace, your love, and your mercy. You have restored my joy, and put a new and 
right spirit within me.

Amen
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Monday

March 26, 2012

Isaiah 43:8-13,
2 Corinthians 3:4-11,

Psalm 119:9-16

Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, who are deaf, yet have ears! 
Let all the nati ons gather together, and let the people assemble. Who among them 
declared this, and foretold to them the former things? Isaiah 43:8-9a

It is increasingly common to hear people speak disparagingly of conclusions and acti ons 
of government agencies and representati ves. They are oft en regarded as “unseeing” and 
“unhearing”. In labeling them in this way, there is no suspicion that the representati ves 
and agency workers lack ears or eyes. The off ense is the unwillingness to uti lize these 
organs. They are blind and deaf by choice.

Isaiah seems to believe that confronti ng those who have elected to be blind or deaf 
will lead to the restorati on of their senses. Even if this restorati on does not take place, 
the people who exercise judgment and power, while in this state of limitati on need to 
be made aware of their blindness and deafness. They are arrogantly regarding their 
conditi oned responses as being sight and hearing.

Just as God was speaking (through Isaiah) to the leaders of that day, God oft en fi nds 
similar blindness in our leaders and in us. We do more remembering and reacti ng than 
hearing. We are at risk of missing God’s promise in verse 19 (“I am about to do a new 
thing”. If we miss the announcement, we are likely to overlook the “new thing.”

God of newness,

Open our eyes and ears to see and hear what you are now saying. Cure us of the 
practi ce of dwelling in the past, as you escort us into the future.

In quest of your kingdom, 

Amen

Tuesday

March 27, 2012

Isaiah 44: 1-8,
Acts 2: 14-24,

Psalm 119: 9-16

Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my 
witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one. 
Isaiah 44:8

A familiar saying (at least to me) says “I may have been born at night, but not last 
night.” The phrase is utt ered when it seems that someone is failing to respect the body 
of knowledge of the speaker. They have seemingly regarded the person as gullible 
and presented them with some thought or idea that stands in contrast with what long 
standing learning would contradict. This encounter may come in the middle of a politi cal 
debate or in a card game. The message is that the lessons of ti me should protect us from 
much of the foolishness that comes our way.

God asserts that the ability to be free of fear has been proclaimed for many nights (and 
years). As various aff airs and crises present themselves, we are advised to face them 
without fear. It is diffi  cult to do so, at ti mes. It has to have been diffi  cult for the disciples, 
as their “glory days” seemed to be coming to an end. At ti mes, “fear not” seems to be 
the words of one who does not understand the depth of the problem.

God fully understand every situati on. “fear not”, coming from God, means “I’ve got this.” 
It is not beyond my capacity. “Have I not told you from of old?”

Eternal God,

We confess our fears, and struggle to overcome them. Even while we struggle, we 
thank you for always being more than enough to withstand and defeat every foe. 

In Christ,

Amen
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Wednesday

March 28, 2012

Haggai 2:1-9 (20-23),
John 12:34-50,
Psalm 119:9-16

For thus says the Lord of hosts; once again, in a litt le while, I will shake the heavens 
and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the nati ons, so that the 
treasure of all the nati ons shall come, and I will fi ll this house with splendor, says the 
Lord of hosts. Haggai 2: 6-7

In corporate America, there are highly regarded executi ves who have a reputati on 
for “shaking things up.” These executi ves are oft en known for their pragmati sm, 
unconventi onal approaches, or even ruthlessness. They understand that doing the things 
that have been the ways of the past, and remain in the present, will not foster change. 
Because their charge is to produce radically diff erent results, they off er radically diff erent 
methods.

God had already determined the need for radical change, when the decision was made 
for Jesus to come and live among us. This text indicates that there was unity between 
the things that Jesus was doing on the earth and the things that God was doing in 
heaven. Together, they determined to “shake things up” in ways that would permanently 
change our understanding of God, human possibility, and the Kingdom of God.

We have the opportunity to join Jesus, in becoming “movers and shakers.” We can 
move away from habitual worship, service, and living. We can prepare to be engaged 
in “shaking things up”, by fi rst shaking up our own thoughts and acti ons. If we desire 
signifi cant results, we have to pursue them with radically diff erent approaches.

Extreme God,

Shake all of the complacency and ritualisti c sleep walking out of our consciousness. 
Replace these destructi ve habits with a commitment to authenti c growth and change.

In Jesus’ name,

Amen 

Thursday

March 29, 2012

Deuteronomy 16:1-8, 
Philippians 2:1-11,
Psalm 118:1-2 (19-29)

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who though he was in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited… Philippians 2:5-6

Moti vati onal speakers, therapists, parents, and coaches all spend a great deal of ti me 
and energy, nurturing people to have more self esteem. We have seen the problems 
faced by those who fail to believe in themselves or to perform up to their potenti al. 
Children, throughout the generati ons have been encouraged to believe that they were 
as good as anyone else.

Liberati on movements focused on the situati ons of racial minoriti es, women, seniors, 
and those with physical challenges have made their cases, by pointi ng out the many 
ways that equality has been withheld from these populati ons. Equality has consistently 
been off ered as a goal to strive for. 

Jesus was neither an underachiever nor one who sought equality. He was equal with 
God, but willingly operati ng within the human realm, in which he was submissive to 
God. Nobody but God was equal to Jesus. Sti ll, he lived a life of humility. How could 
Jesus be humble with so much, when we become boastf ul over so litt le.

God of grace,

Help us to understand our blessings and our gift s as tools with which we can do your 
will. Show us the ways that our abiliti es can help to build your kingdom. 

In grati tude,

Amen
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Friday

March 30, 2012

Jeremiah 33:1-9,
Philippians 2:12-18,

Psalm 118:1-2 (19-29)

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvati on with fear and 
trembling. Philippians 2:12

Although this quote comes from Paul, rather than Jesus, it speaks to one of the 
objecti ves that Jesus embraced. Each of them (Jesus and Paul) off ered instructi on and 
examples for their followers. Each engaged their followers in essenti al ministry. There 
was a clear need for compliance and eff ecti veness, in the daily executi on of the ministry 
at hand. Sti ll, there was an urgent desire that these followers would be empowered to 
stand on their own, guided by the learnings that came from the instructi on and guidance 
that they had received.

Our congregati ons experience a similar dynamic. We are off ered instructi on and 
guidance that is intended to prepare each of us to stand alone in a world that off ers us 
great challenges and diffi  cult questi ons. Unfortunately, many of the “followers” prove 
unable or unwilling to take the teaching beyond the local church. We are astute at 
reciti ng every practi ce and policy of the congregati on, but fail to connect the underlying 
principles to life outside of the context of church.

In our families, the need to make our teaching “portable” is possibly more urgent 
than it is in the church. Whereas some of our members will remain in the local church 
throughout their lives, that is seldom the expectati on of parents. We teach with the 
expectati on being that we are equipping our children to functi on as independent adults. 
Maybe the church could profi t from the ways that families operate. 

Equipping God,

Teach us, that we might be prepared for the challenges of life. Let us formulate an 
expectati on that we will be called upon to stand and deliver.

Through Jesus,

Amen

Saturday

March 31, 2012

Jeremiah 33:10-16,
Mark 10:32-34 (46-52), 

Psalm 118:1-2 (19-29)

Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” Mark 10:48

Barti maeus was blind. This fact matt ered to him. He did not choose to be blind, nor 
did he desire to remain blind. The news that Jesus, who had built a reputati on for 
healing people from all kinds of limiti ng circumstances, was passing by was exciti ng to 
Barti maeus. He could not contain his glee. Though nothing was promised to him, the 
potenti al of healing was worth getti  ng excited about.

The text says that “many” sternly ordered him to be quiet. They found his vocal display 
to be disrupti ve. It was not scheduled, nor was it in line with their expectati ons. They 
objecti fi ed Barti maeus, as an interrupti on of their movement toward Jerusalem. 
Fortunately, Jesus chose to “fl ip the script”. He stopped and listened to the man’s 
concern, then healed him.

As we approach Holy Week, we are probably more busy than usual. This puts us at 
greater risk of being too busy to hear or to heal. How oft en have we felt put upon when 
someone delayed the end of our worship by daring to come forward, as we sung the 

Conti nued next page
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Saturday Conti nued

March 31, 2012

hymn of invitati on? We may never have Jesus to intercede, but we can allow the way 
that Jesus valued each person to infl uence the choices that we make.

God of healing,

We thank you for always having ti me for each of us. You listen and hear when nobody 
else will. You are more than a passive listener. You are both an advocate and a source 
of change. Thank you, for all of our healings.

In Christ,

Amen

Palm Sunday

April 1, 2012

Mark 11:1-11 or 
John 12:12-16, 
Isaiah 50:4-9a, 
Psalm 31:9-16 (5), 
Philippians 2:5-11, 
Mark 14:1-15:47 or 
Mark 15:1-39 (40-47).

Therefore God also exhausted him gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bend, in heaven and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Philippians 2:9-11

Sovereign Lord,

We join with the throngs that proclaimed Jesus to be King of Kings. As he triumphantly 
entered Jerusalem, let him now enter into the hearts of each of us. We are cauti ous to 
note that the crowd that welcomed Jesus was made up of many who later called for 
his crucifi xion. Let our adorati on be ongoing.

As we worship today, let us begin a week of refl ecti on. Help us to fi nd ourselves 
among the reasons that Holy Week was needed. Remind us of our sinfulness, even as 
you grant us forgiveness. We are not worthy of your grace, but are grateful that your 
love is extended to us. In Christ, we have a New Covenant with you. Empower us, that 
we might earnestly endeavor to honor this covenant.

In Jesus,

Amen

Monday

April 2, 2012

Isaiah 42:1-9, 
Psalm 36:5-11, 
Hebrews 9:11-15, 
John 12:1-11

He will not cry or lift  up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will 
not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
justi ce. Isaiah 42:2-3

Many, who are regarded as meek, have been described with the phrase “he wouldn’t 
hurt a fl y.” Although this is oft en a compliment, in regard to the moderate temperament 
of the person, it also tends to imply ineff ecti veness. Those who would not hurt a fl y are 
presumed to be similarly unasserti ve in situati ons that call for somebody to take a stand. 
If a person is unwilling to harm a fl y, which is universally regarded to be a nuisance and 
health risk, there is no reason to expect them to speak out against those who would do 
us harm.

The prophesy of Isaiah describes a diff erent kind of savior. This savior will neither reign 
over a nati on nor command an army. Without calling forth the traditi onal indicators 
of power and authority, Jesus exercised greater voice and infl uence than anyone ever 
had or ever would. He went beyond advocacy, to actually insti tuti ng justi ce. The justi ce 

Conti nued next page.
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Conti nuing Monday

April 2, 2012

that Jesus proclaimed was not embedded within culture or society, but in God’s realm 
throughout all ti me.

King of Kings,

Your aims and methods were not understood, that week in Jerusalem, but we have no 
room to judge them. We have conti nued to reject your temperament and treat you as 
a weakling. We get mad when we really want to accomplish important things. In ti mes 
of challenge, we relinquish our ethics and compromise our moral compasses. Help us 
to discover and to trust, that your ways are higher than ours. Let us learn to follow 
your example, in all situati ons. Bless us, that we may quietly tranform this world.

In Christ,

Amen

Tuesday

April 3, 2012

Isaiah 49:1-7, 
Psalm 71:1-14, 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31, 
John 12:20-36

Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say – ‘Father save me from this hour’? No, 
it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father glorify your name.” Then a 
voice came from heaven, “I have glorifi ed it, and I will glorify it again.” John 12:27-28

A noble scene has been presented to us on numerous occasions. It involves a person 
being told, by their lawyer or some infl uenti al fi gure, that they can escape punishment 
for some off ense. The person surprisingly says “I am guilty and I should be punished.” 
Only aft er much eff ort is expended, in the hope of changing the person’s mind, does the 
spokesperson accept this resolve.

It must have been even more diffi  cult to be noble for Jesus. He was on the verge of 
suff ering a terrible fate, without having done anything wrong. He had done more right 
than anybody ever had. Sti ll, he faced this prospect with acceptance that this is what 
would be necessary for God’s will to be accomplished. He declined to complain. Instead, 
he called out to God, to be glorifi ed. 

God of glory,

Bring us to the acceptance of your will and your way. Be glorifi ed by our obedience 
and acceptance of the way of Christ. We have oft en acted and spoken as if we know 
bett er than you. Shine a light on the undeniable truth that we have never come close 
to matching your eff ecti veness or your correctness. Forgive us, for constantly trying.

In humility,

Amen
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Wednesday

April 4, 2012

Isaiah 50:4-9a, 
Psalm 70, 
Hebrews 12:1-3, 
John13:21-32

Aft er saying this, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, “Very truly I tell you, one 
of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was 
speaking. John 13:21-22

Our traditi onal understanding of this scene holds that Judas Iscariot was “the one” who 
betrayed Jesus. It was he that conspired with the authoriti es, turning Jesus over for 
thirty pieces of silver. Although it is clear that Judas is guilty of betrayal, it would be hard 
to claim that the other disciples did not. Was Peter’s denial an act of betrayal? Was it 
betrayal to fall asleep, during Jesus’ prayers in the garden, having been specifi cally asked 
to keep watch? These and other acts or inacti ons were certainly betrayals, if not the 
betrayal of which Jesus spoke.

Our growth will not come from judging the disciples. Instead, we should take this 
opportunity to put ourselves at the table with them. At that table, we have the choice 
of joining with the disciples, in trying to limit our understanding of betrayal to one of 
us, or we can each confess our own instances of betrayal. Suppose that when Jesus says 
that “one of you will betray me” every one of us stands and declares “I am the one.” We 
might not change the events of Holy Week, but we may signifi cantly alter the rest of 
each of our lives.

Steadfast God,

Although we have each betrayed you, you are not a victi m of our failures. You remain 
strong and loving. Help us to fi rst be more inclined toward introspecti on, then to 
be more eff ecti ve and honest, in our self examinati on. We stand with Judas, in our 
apologies to you. Forgive us and empower us, that we might fi nd faithfulness to be 
possible, even aft er betrayal.

In your love,

Amen

Thursday

April 5, 2012

Maundy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10, 11-14), 
Psalm 116:1-2 (12-19), 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26, 
John 13:1-17 (31b-35)

Holy God,

We celebrate Thursday, as a day focused on what Jesus did. Friday will display what 
we, the people did, but on Thursday, Jesus gave it all. Together, we entered the upper 
room. There, Jesus is insisti ng that he kneel at our feet and bathe them. We, like John 
the Bapti st, are not worthy to unfasten Jesus’ sandals, but he elects to humble himself 
in this way.

At the table, Jesus transforms the limited scope of the Passover Supper into a meal 
open to all people in every generati on. We thank you for this eternal bread and wine. 
It will never lose its power.

Amazingly, Jesus left  the table, went to the garden, and prayed for us. We can 
understand praying for Jesus or to Jesus, but it is overwhelming to know that our Lord 
is praying for us. He never stopped advocati ng for us, even when we fail to advocate 
for ourselves and each other. Clearly, we are not worthy of such love, but we stand in 
need of it. Thank you, for loving us without ceasing.

In awe,

Amen
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Friday

April 6, 2012

Good Friday

Isaiah 52:13-53:12, 
Psalm 22, 

Hebrews 10:16-25 or 
4:14-16;5:7-9, 

John 18:1-19-42

Loving God,

Today, we feel the presence of several very diff erent emoti ons. We are grateful, that 
our Lord loved us so much that he would die on a cross for us. There is no other 
example, in the history of this world, of love equivalent to this. Our grati tude is 
extreme.

We stand guilty of needing the redempti on of the cross. Israel was not alone in 
failing to fully embrace your teachings and your ordinances. Our willfulness has oft en 
supplanted your will.

The scene of any innocent person suff ering any legal penalty is an outrage for us. 
When the person is nailed to a cross, mocked and ridiculed, the outrage is more 
pronounced. Let our outrage at this most obvious instance of abuse of human dignity 
provoke us to fi ght for justi ce, for all people.

Let our awareness of the ulti mate victory of the resurrecti on not diminish our 
appreciati on of the signifi cance of this day. Dying for others is a supreme sacrifi ce, 
even if it was known to be temporary. For this ulti mate expression of love, we give 
thanks.

In His Service,

Amen

Saturday

April 7, 2012

Job 14:1-14 or 
Lamentati ons 3:1-9 (19-24), 

Psalm 31:1-4 (15-16), 
1 Peter 4:1-8, 

Matt hew 27:57-66 or 
John 19:38-42

The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake 
of your prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a 
multi tude of sins. 1 Peter 4:7-8

We celebrate stories of healing or resurrecti on. Scripture records many such stories. 
Most of these accounts are regarded as miracles. They are not the only miracles, but 
rank among our favorites. Who would not cling to the noti on that we could be rendered 
immune from the deteriorati on of the body that is otherwise seen as inevitable? This is 
not the meaning or purpose of these miracles.

Jesus, though resurrected, had an ending of his earthly life. Lazarus, though raised from 
the dead, died again, and stayed dead. The fact of physical death is a natural part of the 
life cycle. It is neither bad nor good. It simply IS. Some miracles are displays of God’s 
power. Others are to facilitate the completi on of God’s purposes for the person. None 
are to dismantle the nature of the life cycle.

The writi ng in 1 Peter calls upon all of us to anti cipate the end of all things. We are 
essenti ally advised to be intenti onal in putti  ng our lives in order, with the urgency 
that is appropriate to a fast approaching end date. It does not matt er if this end is this 
aft ernoon or years from now. We have much to do in preparing ourselves in ways that 
will present our lives in the best possible light.

Lord of Order,

You have determined a ti me for everything. Let us not fail to note the ti me for 
connecti ng the dots in our lives. We have failed to give suffi  cient att enti on to our 
mortality, living as if we have forever. We thank you that, we do have access to 
eternity with you, but not on earth. Help us to move, with dispatch, to move ourselves 
toward your intenti ons for each of us.

In Christ,

Amen    
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Sunday

April 8, 2012 

Easter Sunday

Acts 10:34, 37-43, or 
Isaiah 25:6-9, 
Psalm 118:1-2 (14-24), 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11, 
John 20:1-18 or 
Mark 16:1-8

Victorious Lord,

Today we celebrate life and love. We are jubilant the Jesus has arisen. We are excited 
about the limitless possibiliti es for our lives. You have defi ned love in such a way that 
we have a constant model of love which we can measure our eff orts by, but never 
att ain. Your love inspires and orders our lives.

Be present with us as we worship you, today. Whether at sunrise services or at a later 
ti me, let us not be so occupied with family acti viti es that we neglect the central reason 
for this day. You are worthy of our constant worship and praise, but especially on this 
day. Let us worship a lord who built his calendar around redeeming us.

Beyond this day, let your church be known as the Easter people, those who proclaim 
that nobody is beyond redempti on. Let each of us more fully embrace the teaching 
and the calling of your church, that we may be pivotal in extending your love to all 
persons. Thank you, for this day and for every day that we have lived or will yet live.

In glory,

Amen
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